
Clerk to the Council Mrs Joanne Depradines-Smith, 24b Lacey's Way, Duxford, CB22 4SE
Telephone         07481 127032
Email    clerk@duxfordvillage.com

MAINTENANCE TENDER SPECIFICATION No 5
THE CEMETERY, ST JOHN’S STREET, DUXFORD

1 APRIL 2020 TO 31 MARCH 2023

OUTLINE

Duxford Cemetery comprises the following:-

1. To the front of the site is the original burial area.  This is not currently used for burials.

2. To the rear of the site, beyond the hedge, are the current burial and ashes areas.

3. To the left of the front gate, there is a small hearse (Bier) house and a water point.   

4. A second water point is at the corner of the central dividing hedge. 

5. There is vehicle access from Lacey's Way at the rear of the Cemetery.  

The maintenance programme is required to achieve a typical well-kept village Cemetery 
appearance.   It is especially important to give a favourable first impression for those entering the 
Cemetery gates.  

Considerable effort by volunteers has cleared most of the old graves of ivy, weeds and brambles; 
this maintenance contract is designed to keep new growth in check.

The successful contractor must be willing to occasionally adjust the maintenance schedule to 
ensure the Cemetery looks its best for a funeral, if requested to do so by the Clerk.   At least 1 
weeks’ notice will be given in such cases.

SCOPE OF WORKS

It is envisaged that the maintenance programme will consist of the following scope of works,
though the Parish Council will be guided by the tenderer's recommendations:-

1. To complete regular visits throughout the contract period to inspect the whole site, removing
all rubbish, including green waste and litter/packaging.  

2. To empty the 2 litter bins and dispose of the contents appropriately.  Any fly-tipping is to be 
reported to the Clerk.

3. To brush off and wipe down each of the 4 benches during each visit.

4. To control weed and shrub growth around the Bier House, along the railings and in the 
areas of poor growth under the yew trees and at the base of the front wall.   Chemical weed
killers are not to be used without written permission from the Clerk.

5. To remove ivy from the cleared trunks of the trees.
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6. To neatly mow and strim grassed areas around all graves and open areas from Mid-March 
to Mid-October, with at least one cut per fortnight, and weekly during heavy growth periods; 
it is envisaged that no more than 20 cuts will be necessary. After each cut the grass should 
be left so that any excessive thatch is dispersed, all obstacles and edges are strimmed and 
grave tops and pathways are free from cuttings. The frequency of cuts should be such 
that a neat appearance is maintained throughout the year.

7. To control weed growth on all untended graves, particularly ivy, nettles, brambles and long 
grasses, taking care not to damage the memorial stones.  This includes removal of self-
seeded saplings.   

8. To keep paths weed-free and clear of ivy, brambles etc. spreading out from the hedgerows.

9. To cut all perimeter hedges (including the dividing central hedge), maintaining a neat and 
reasonable appearance, disposing of cuttings and trimmings.

10. To maintain the visibility of the square tiles set into the grass in the ashes area and strim 
along the base of the wall to the rear of the ashes area.   This area should be maintained 
so that it is seen to be a distinct plot and therefore less likely to be walked on.

11. To maintain fences and gates, repair and treat as necessary, reporting any structural 
damage to the Clerk.

12. To ensure that the Bier house and garage are secure, maintaining doors in working order 
and repainting Bier House woodwork when necessary.

13. To keep tidy the area at the rear entrance to cemetery, removing and disposing of 
overflowing waste.  One additional bin, for green waste only, may be stored in this area if 
needed.

14. To switch off stop-cocks in winter and open when risk of frost is over, leaving standpipes 
emptied and open to protect from freezing.

15. To avoid working in the Cemetery on Sundays and Bank Holidays.

16. To report to the Clerk any damage, accidental or otherwise, to the memorial stones, 
structures, benches, boundary fencing, or trees on site.

17. To ensure that the rear vehicle gate is kept locked, except when work is in progress.

General litter clearance/maintenance is to be carried out at least once a fortnight 
throughout the year, whether or not the grass needs mowing.


