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Report for Parish Councils – September 2019 

Greater Cambridge Local Plan 

The process of consultation is now starting. Don’t forget to register on the South Cambs web 

site which will then automatically mail you once new documents are published. 

https://scambs.jdi-consult.net/localplan/ 

Local Transport Plan 

As reported previously there was series of consultations over the summer. The final meetings 

are taking place now. https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/about-

us/programmes/transport/ltp/ 

Key highlights are here: https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/assets/Transport/CPCA-

Consultation-Boards-A1-v1.4.pdf 

• Cambridge, Sat 14 Sep, 10am-3pm, Cambridge Central Library, Lion 
Yard 

Local Developments - Latest Status: 

Huawei 

The technology company has submitted a planning application to South Cambridgeshire 

District Council that seeks permission to develop the former Spicer’s site on the Sawston 

Bypass. 

The plans propose space for 360 people working across the building, along with a ‘clean 

room’ laboratory, offices, workstations, meeting rooms, training rooms, stores, a canteen and 

reception area. Parking facilities would be provided via a 422-space underground car park. 

Cycle parking facilities are also included in the plans. This is intended to be the first phase of 

a larger development. 

A505 Study  

I believe the tender has closed and one company will be chosen to do the work. 

Agri Tech 

The Smithson appeal against South Cambs decision to refuse planning permission concluded 

on Friday July 5th. South Cambs closing case contained 200 reasons for refusal and took the 

Council’s QC 1 hour to read out. This appeal  cost the Council (and residents) so far £120k 

and counting. The Inspector must submit to the SoS by November 2019. I’m hoping the 

Smithson Hill political donation of £20k will have no impact on the SoS. 

Wellcome Genome Campus:  

Latest view is that WGC will be considered at an October meeting of South Cambs Planning 

Committee. Probably Oct 24th or 31st. I am updating the response document with Parish input. 

There will be a transport briefing on Sep 12th which I will update you on. 
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The campus still proposes a development of 1,500 dwellings which would be a mixture of 

purchase and rental with covenants on the properties being for staff/local people.
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Planning Staffing/ Outsourcing 

There was some discussion in August about the South Cams resourcing/outsourcing for 

planning team. Here is some explanation from Stephen Kelly. 

With respect to the contract with Terraquest, the role that they will play is at the validation 

and initial assessment stage. Contrary to the perception that might have been gained, the 

service has not outsourced any decisions to Terraquest (it simply cannot do so) but is seeking 

to ensure that we are able to validate promptly and then assess applications for 

straightforward proposals  - principally householder extensions and related proposals – in line 

with local expectations.  

This is because, as you have highlighted, the caseloads of planning officers are significant. 

We are recruiting nationally at present but in the interests of their immediate wellbeing, 

having been unable to fill our vacant roles by way of the contract/agency sector I am keen to 

target those areas where assistance/support can have the greatest benefit for officers, 

members and applicants, without compromising our ability to ensure “local” officers continue 

to be involved in the more complex and enduring planning proposals that exercise out 

communities most.  

I understand and you may recall that the previous administration, before my tenure, employed 

Capita to undertake work on more substantial/significant applications. As reflects my 

experience with that approach in a previous role, the absence of a “local” officer input can 

lead to problems in ensuring that local knowledge and member interests were adequately 

reflected in the process. I did not want to repeat that experience again – but remain live to 

that risk. 

As we progress with the appointment and assimilation of staff into their new roles, I will keep 

all of the measures I outlined in my email under review. I also look forward to discussing the 

matter of planning performance with members at the Scrutiny Committee – who have 

previously programmed a review of the shared service later in the year.    

Local Headline Issues 

Babraham: Discussions on going on possible boundary changes and S106 allocations 

between Sawston and Babraham.  
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Duxford: As everyone is aware Gonville & Caius made a proposal as part of the call for 

sites. I can’t see this massive development getting any legs. However I have recommended 

some engagement with G & C if they will confine to a small development and employment at 

an aeropark. 
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Marshalls : Marshalls Aerospace: Marshalls Aerospace options to re locate from 

Cambridge Airport  will be made known in September. Duxford is one of 3 options with 

Wyton and Cranfield.  It would involve a 600 m extension to the runway. 

 

This is a game changer for the area were it to happen. Whilst the aerospace sector should be 

supported and of course Marshalls are respected, this size of development would have the 

most enormous impact on the A 505, M11 and surrounding villages.  

Hinxton: Key focus right now is reconstituting the PC after Willy’s untimely death 

Ickleton: See above on Genome Campus and Agri Tech. At time of writing we are hoping 

the street-cleaning/gulley-emptying will have been done 

Pampisford: County Council finally agreed to re paint the junction lines on the A 505. 

 

Peter McDonald 

September 10th  2019. 
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