
FRGB Report to DPC October 2018

  

1. Cemetery:  
◦ Plants will be purchased and planted this autumn.  

2. War memorial:  
◦ Need to ensure top condition for Remembrance Day Sunday 11/11/2018

3. Trees:

◦ The large horse chestnut in front of the town houses on Hinxton Road lost a branch this

month, damaging the wall and missing a pedestrian.  DPC sincerely thank Mike Butler 
who cleared the site and tidied up within 2 hours.  We have asked both Mercer and the 
tree surveyor their opinion on whether we need to take further action, but although both 
agreed that there was evidence of some decay in the fallen branch, neither saw any 
need for immediate concern.  The tree surveyor wrote:  “Old chestnuts do have a habit 
of doing that from time to time! Especially after such a hot dry summer.  The cross 
sections show a little decay but it’s difficult to say whether this attributed to the 
weakness.  Sometimes an unexpected gust of wind will catch the tree and it’s just one 
of those things.”  Mercer inspected the tree (from ground level only) and advised that 
the weakness may have been caused by heavy pruning in the past and that we should 
probably add an aerial inspection for this tree to the next survey (due September 2019).
They did not see the need to carry one out straight away, but would not offer any 
guarantees. 

◦ We are still trying to clarify whether DPC is responsible for tree maintenance on some 

of the verges that we maintain, where we receive funds from County to do so.  Two 
trees in question are one on the verge adjacent to the Biggen and one on the verge of 
Kintbury.

◦ Some of the landlocked trees bordering Rectory Road and Parsonage Close are 

subject to Tree Protection Orders (TPO) and this has delayed the process.  However, 
SCDC have taken responsibility and agreed in principle to lop them.

◦ Further works recommended in the tree survey will be carried out in the next few 

weeks, as well as the removal of a dead tree at the junction of Liberty lane and the 
footpath to the school, which was not mentioned in the survey. 

4. The Playground
◦ A child fell from the equipment and broke her arm in September.  An ambulance was 

called and the incident logged.
5. Dog/litter bins

◦ Mangers Lane dog bin needs replacing – rusty and dangerous

◦ Rec. (near Petersfield) dog bin needs lifting off ground – health hazard for children

◦ South Cambs have finally acknowledged our complaints and will now give these jobs 

priority.
6. Finances

◦


