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Duxford’s Parish Clock  
 

A parish tower clock at St Peter's has kept time for Duxford for well over two 
centuries and its handsome gilded face has long been a central point of 
reference. Long before the age of iPhones and wristwatches, it kept the 
village on time.  But now its face has faded and become displaced, which in 
turn is causing the mechanism to “bind” and run slow.  
 

The current mechanism replaced a much older 1790s clock (which had to be 
wound daily by hand) just after World War II.  It is still a mechanical clock, 
although now wound automatically by an electric motor to save a daily climb 
up the tower.  
 

An expert inspection this summer has shown that a major restoration is 
needed, to the mechanism and the face, it being many years since this last 
happened.  The hour strike (which hasn’t worked for decades) needs an 
overhaul and a “silent hours” switch installing so that the clock can chime 
again during the day but let the village sleep in peace at night. 

  
Earlier this summer we launched an appeal to bring the clock back to its 
former glory so that it can, once again, be a proud and useful feature of the 
village. This is being coordinated between St Peter’s Church, the Duxford 
Advent Trust and the Duxford Community Centre.   
 

The appeal will run throughout the summer and autumn with a variety of great 
fundraising events (opposite). Our theme is converting  time into money, with 
one minute equalling £1.00. So if you can contribute £5.00 towards the 
appeal, we will be 5 minutes closer to reaching our target.  Everyone who can 
spare a whole hour (£60) or more will have their name recorded on the official 
list of donors.  

We hope to reach our target of £8,000 by the time the clocks go back - on 
Sunday 29th October 2017.  
 

 



 

 

.	 Time for… 
¼ Cake, Cards & Cookies for the Clock 

Charity stall, Saffron Walden Market 
Saturday 12 August 8.30am – 2pm (by Boots) 
 

¼ Bingo and Quiz nights 
at The Plough, Duxford 
Sunday 20 August and  
Sunday 24 September – eyes down at 7pm 
 

¼ Art in Autumn 
South Cambs artists & crafters at St Peter’s Church, Duxford 
Friday 13 October preview 7 – 9pm  
Saturday 14 October 10am – 5pm 
 

¼ Duxford Illustrated 
Village history at the United Reformed Church, Duxford 
Saturday 14th October 7.30pm 
 

¼ Witching Hour feast 
at The John Barleycorn, Duxford 
Saturday 28 October 7.30pm ‘til late 
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Support the Clock Appeal 
By July 2017 we had already raised £3400 towards the clock restoration 
and would like to thank everyone who has very generously helped so far.  
To help us get to our target of £8000: 

¼ Donate cash or a cheque, payable to “Duxford Advent Trust”:  

Duxford Advent Trust, Old Laceys, 38 St John’s Street, Duxford, 
Cambs CB22 4RA (mark cheques “clock” on the reverse). 

¼ Visit www.duxfordclock.org where there is a link to donate online. 
 
This will take you to the Duxford Community Centre  
BT MyDonate page where you can make your donation. 

	

Thank you for your help! 
  
 

design Libby Earle 


