
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 30 March 2017 
 

Exciting new flying announced for the Duxford Air Festival 
at IWM Duxford 
 
Book before Sunday 14 May and save with our Early Bird Prices. Kids under 16 go free. 
 
Exciting new flying displays have just been announced for the Duxford Air Festival at IWM Duxford                
(May Bank Holiday weekend Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 May). 
 
Thunderous contemporary jets, powerful military helicopters and dynamic parachute displays offer 
exhilarating aerial excitement for all the family. 
 
Thrilling entertainment across the museum includes activities with the Parachute Regiment Recruiting 
Team, the Royal Gurkha Rifles, and living history groups representing First World War aviators and Second 
World War United States Army Air Forces pilots and ground crew.  
 
Visitors can experience the award-winning exhibitions at IWM Duxford as entrance to the whole museum 
– including AirSpace, the newly redeveloped American Air Museum and the Battle of Britain exhibition – 
is included in the in the price of the air show ticket. 
 
The Duxford Air Festival commemorates the centenary of IWM Duxford this year. Work began to build 
Duxford’s airfield in 1917 during the First World War and it became pivotal to the air defence of Great 
Britain. 
 
Just announced flying participation for the Duxford Air Festival includes: 
 

· BAE Systems Eurofighter Typhoon, the world’s most advanced fighter aircraft. 
 

· Agusta Westland Apache, a state-of-the-art attack helicopter designed to hunt and destroy 
tanks. 

 
· The RAF Falcons Parachute Display Team (Saturday only) performing a thrilling freefall display 

including advance manoeuvres at speeds of up to 120 mph. 
 

· de Havilland DH88 Comet which won the 1934 England to Australia Air Race in 70 hours and 34 
minutes.  The Comet is accompanied by two Percival Mew Gulls (one original and one replica). 
The Mew Gull held the world record for the fastest return journey in its class from England to 
Cape Town for over 70 years.  Completing the de Havilland collection are a de Havilland DH90 
Dragonfly and a de Havilland Dragon Rapide. 
 

· B-17 Flying Fortress Sally B, the last remaining airworthy B-17 bomber in Europe. 
 

· Consolidated PBY Catalina G-PBYA operated by Plane Sailing. 
 



 
Also flying at the Duxford Air Festival are: 
 

· The Breitling Wingwalkers, the world’s only aerobatic formation wing-walking team. 
 

· The Blades, a world-class aerobatic display team of RAF fast jet and former Red Arrows pilots. 
 

· The only flying de Havilland Sea Vixen in the world. An iconic aircraft of the Cold War in the 
1960s and 1970s, the Sea Vixen is a formidably powerful aircraft that stimulates all the senses. 

 
· The spectacle of the Great War Display Team with nine replica First World War aircraft 

including a Royal Aircraft Factory BE2c; three Royal Aircraft Factory SE5a aircraft; two Fokker DR1 
triplanes and two Junkers CL1 aircraft, accompanied by flak, bombing and strafing effects. 

 
· The aerial artistry of the Calidus Autogyro, an exhilarating, fun and thrilling close-up flying 

display. 
 

· The 1960s Rolls Royce Viper jet power of the BAC Strikemaster pair. 
 

· The North American OV-10 Bronco which wowed the crowds at The American Air Show in May 
2016.  The Bronco is a light attack observation aircraft. It was developed in the 1960s as a special 
aircraft for counter-insurgency (COIN) operations and was used by the American forces during 
the Vietnam War. 

 
· A Noorduyn Norseman, a 1940s Canadian-built bush plane designed to operate on land, water 

and ice.  It was a Norsemen in which Major Glenn Miller was flying as a passenger when he 
disappeared over the English Channel on 15 December 1944. 

 
 
 
– Ends – 
 
For further press information please contact: 
  
Esther Blaine +44 (0)1223 499 320 
eblaine@iwm.org.uk  
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Notes to Editors: 
 

· Tickets for the Duxford Air Festival must be booked in advance; tickets are not available 
on the gate on the day of the air show 

· All flying is subject to weather, serviceability and operational commitments. 
· *Kids go free when an adult purchases a ticket for the air show. 
· Ticket prices for the Duxford Air Festival can be found here  
· All information in this press release is correct at the time of issue. 
· For further information go to iwm.org.uk/airshows 

 
 

Premium passes for The Duxford Air Festival 
 
Offering you some of the best seats in the house, the Gold and Silver Pass enclosures are located right at 
the heart of the action. With their own entrance onto the flight line walk, our sumptuous marquees are 
fully-equipped with cash bars, refreshment points and luxury toilets. When the flying starts, enjoy the air 
show from an exclusive flight line garden seating enclosure. 
 
Premium pass tickets are only available by booking in advance. 
 
Gold Pass 
 
With an upgraded marquee and dining area, in Gold Pass you have the option of dining in or bringing your 
own picnic. 
 
Please note that Gold Pass is not suitable for children under the age of 16. 
 
Please note that car parking is included in the cost of Gold Pass tickets. 
 
Ticket prices for Gold Pass can be found here  
 
Silver Pass 
 
Silver Pass offers a great location for the day with activities for children and a relaxed environment. You 
can purchase drinks and snacks over the counter or bring your packed lunch into our casual café-style 
seating area.  Silver Pass is perfect for groups and families looking for an informal day. 
 
Please note that car parking is included in the cost of Silver Pass tickets. 
 
Ticket prices for Silver Pass can be found here 
 
 
IWM Centenary 
 
In 2017 Imperial War Museums (IWM) marks its centenary. IWM was established while the First World War was 
still being fought. Since its establishment, people have entrusted IWM with their stories of war from 1917 to 
the present day, in the knowledge it will continue to share these stories with future generations. IWM will 
commemorate its 100 years through a centenary of stories from its rich collections across its five branches 
(IWM London, IWM North, IWM Duxford, Churchill War Rooms and HMS Belfast).  
 
2017 also marks the centenary of IWM Duxford.  Work began to build the airfield in 1917 during the First World 
War. 100 years later, Duxford’s vibrant, living airfield remains at the heart of its story and it is now a heritage 
site of international importance.  As part of the commemoration of IWM’s centenary of stories, Duxford shares 
extraordinary moments and personal memories from its own remarkable 100-year history. 
 
 



 
IWM Duxford 
 
IWM Duxford is Britain’s best-preserved Second World War airfield, with a  fascinating 100 year history that 
dates back to the First World War. Duxford has been a witness to world-changing events over the past 100 
years where ordinary people have had extraordinary experiences.  At this active and dynamic museum, historic 
aircraft can regularly be seen taking to the skies from Duxford’s wartime airfield.  Exploring state of the art 
exhibition halls and historic buildings, visitors walk in the footsteps of the men and women from across the 
world who served at RAF Duxford and explore the rich displays which share powerful stories of the impact of 
aviation on the nature of war and on people’s lives.   
 
Open Daily:  
 
Winter 2016: 23 October 2016 to mid-March 2017  10am to 4pm. Last entry at 3pm. 
 
 
IWM  
 
IWM (Imperial War Museums) tells the story of people who have lived, fought and died in conflicts 
involving Britain and the Commonwealth since the First World War. 
 
Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas 
and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences across our five 
museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We challenge people to look 
at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the causes, course and consequences 
of war and its impact on people’s lives. 
 
IWM’s five branches which attract over 2 million visitors each year are IWM London, IWM’s flagship branch that 
recently transformed with new, permanent and free First World War Galleries alongside new displays across 
the iconic Atrium to mark the Centenary of the First World War; IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning 
building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best 
preserved wartime airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill’s secret headquarters below Whitehall; 
and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast.  
 
 
IWM Centenary 
 
2017 marks Imperial War Museums (IWM) centenary. IWM was established while the First World War was still 
being fought. Since its establishment people have entrusted IWM with their stories of war from 1917 to the 
present day, in the knowledge it will continue to share these stories with future generations. IWM will 
commemorate its 100 years through a centenary of stories from its rich collections across its five branches 
(IWM London, IWM North, IWM Duxford, Churchill War Rooms and HMS Belfast).  
 
 
First World War Centenary 
 
2014 - 2018 marks the centenary of the First World War, a landmark anniversary for Britain 
and the world. IWM is marking the centenary by leading a vibrant, four year programme of 
cultural activities across the world. For more information visit www.1914.org 
 
 

http://www.1914.org

