
Clerk:  Mrs Joanne Depradines-Smith                                                       Chairman: Mr Peter Dee
24b Laceys Way, Duxford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 4SE 
Email:  clerk@duxfordvillage.com
Telephone: 07481 127032

MINUTES OF THE FOOTPATHS, RECREATION GROUND & BURIAL COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT DUXFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL ON THURSDAY, 27 OCTOBER 2016
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Present   Cllr Chudleigh, Cllr Harris, Cllr O’Grady, Cllr Tarrant, Chair Cllr Heath
and Parish Clerk Mrs Joanne Depradines-Smith.  
There were no members of the public in attendance.

Open Forum – None

Apologies for absence: 

To agree, as a true record, the minutes of the meeting held on the 30 June
2016, circulated to all members.  

Matters Arising 
5 – Grass cutting Rectory Road - Cllr Heath confirmed that she has chased, but 
no response from SCDC or County Cllr Topping.
6 – Village Trees – Cllr Heath will ask that the three young trees in the 
playground be added to the tree survey.
10 – The Biggen sign – Cllr Heath confirmed that this remains a work in 
progress.
13a – Playground gate matting - Cllr O’Grady agreed to seek quotes for 
playground matting at the entrance gate, as missed from previous works.
14 – Bus shelter – Cllr Heath confirmed that this is pending paint decisions 
from Roy Gill (village overall colour bought in bulk).

Chair’s announcements – including correspondence requiring no decisions.
Cllr O’Grady agreed to take responsibility for the Recreation Ground going 
forward. Cllr Heath thanked Cllr O’Grady for this.
Cllr Heath expressed her thanks to Roy Gill for the excellent telephone box, the
village pump and paving refurbishments.

Village trees
A discussion took place regarding the tree survey conclusions, in respect of the
2017/18 precept. It was agreed by all that all trees requiring works within 
three months would take priority; Cllr Heath has asked for specific information 
regarding all trees requiring works in the next year that these may also be 
prioritised. 

All in attendance agreed that the Hinxton Road trees will not be taken on by 
DPC until all works required to ensure they are completely healthy are 
undertaken.
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Village benches
Following the annual DPC autumnal walk, after much discussion it was decided
that the following benches required priority attention:

a. The Green.
b. The Millennium Garden (front).
c. The Village sign near the school.

It was decided to investigate if Public Art Contribution monies could be used 
towards new, sculptured benches, rather than precepted monies. 
Cllr Chudleigh will investigate a local wood sculptor for ideas and quotes.
Cllr Tarrant will check if this qualifies for PAC.

War Memorial

a. War Memorial finial – (£90) – this was retrospectively, unanimously 
agreed upon.

b. War Memorial bench – after much discussion, it was decided that 
treating the bench should be done in Spring 2017.

Cemetery

a. Broken graves – After much discussion, it was unanimously agreed 
that any stones representing a health and safety concern would be 
dealt with immediately; all other stones should be just laid down, as 
the cheapest option. All works are to be revisited once all the foliage 
has been cleared away.

b. Agree working party waste management – it was unanimously agreed
to hold another Cemetery working party tidy up on 10th and 11th 
December 2016 (snow permitting), with waste removal costs not to 
exceed £500.00.

c. Cemetery fees – it was unanimously agreed in principle to raise the 
fees, with a proposal based on other Parish Council rates to be 
discussed at the next FRG&B meeting.

Playground Inspection – The Clerk confirmed that the inspection company 
have been nudged after not completing an inspection within agreed 
timescales. This is expected imminently.

Scouts maintenance options – after assessing the Scout lease, it was noted 
that maintenance of the grounds is officially the leaseholder’s responsibility.
For this reason, DPC will not be maintaining the area going forward. All agreed.
The Clerk will communicate this to the Scouts.

Waste clearance – having decided that there are no areas of the allotments 
site for waste, it was unanimously agreed in principle that the Cemetery 
contractor could rejig the waste area at the back of the Cemetery for 
temporary waste management. The Clerk will communicate this.

Handyman – After a brief discussion, the DPC handyman contract was 
unanimously agreed upon. This will be added to the tender documents on the 
DPC website.

Village Contracts – After assessing revised contracts, with some agreed 
amendments, all contracts were unanimously agreed upon. These will be 
added to the tender documents on the website.The Clerk thanked Cllr Heath 
for all of her hard work in this regard.
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Christmas decorations – it was unanimously agreed to ask each pub for a 
contribution of £50 towards the Christmas decorations. The Clerk will 
communicate this.

Next Meeting – TBC

Close – Meeting closed at 9.15pm.

                                                                                Signed:
                                                                                Date:

ACTION

Clerk

                                                                                                     


