
Duxford Allotments Committee Chairperson’s report for April 2017 DPC meeting

1. The allotments committee met on 28 March, five members of the committee, together with the
Clerk, were present.

2. As of 27 March 2017, of the 73 cultivated allotments, five were vacant:
a. one of 41 whole sized
b. one of 29 half sized  
c. three of three miniplots)

There is no waiting list. Advertising the allotments to villages within a 3 mile catchment area will
take place shortly.  The miniplots experiment has not been a success.  They will therefore be
leased as one half plot with the proviso that the tenant retains the two paths dividing the three
areas. 

3. All tenant renewals for 1 October 16 – 30 September 17 have now been received, giving a total
for the financial year of £2123.50, to date. 

4. Thanks to sterling work by the Clerk and DAS all allotment holders who have provided email
addresses are now on the allotments database. This will greatly facilitate speedy communication
to all allotment holders except six. The Clerk will email all these tenants, and write to the others,
to achieve a working group to clean the out the water butts. Consideration for this to be added to
the Allotments contract next year should be discussed.

5. Mr Earle proposed registering the allotment land as an asset of community value.  This was
warmly supported by the Committee. 

6. FRB requested the Allotments committee to provide an opinion on whether or not work/coppicing
should be done to the trees in Millennium Wood. Two quotations have been received but they
were not comparable. Advice is required from the DPC as to whether the Millennium Wood is
allotment land or is a village amenity. Similarly, whether the boundary hedges the responsibility of
the DPC or neighbouring landowners.
ACTION for DPC – is Millennium Wood allotment land or a village amenity?
ACTION for DPC – are the boundary hedges the responsibility of the DPC? 

7. A proposal to set up an allotments management group/tenants association was discussed at
length. All allotment holders would automatically become members of this group/association as a
benefit of their tenancy agreement. It was suggested that the group would work towards taking
responsibility for the running of the allotments over a transitional period of 2 years. It was
acknowledged that were many different options in terms of name, membership, responsibilities,
structures and timescales. It was decided (vote 4/1) that the Allotment Committee wished to
explore the potential of devolving management of the allotments to a tenancy association and
that a formal request to proceed with this plan was to be raised at the next DPC meeting (April
2017). 
ACTION for DPC – to agree that the Allotments Committee and tenants explore the setting
up of an allotments association with a view to the association taking responsibility for the
running of the allotments in due course

8. Since the Allotment Committee meeting, Mr O’Grady has been exploring membership of the
National Allotments Society (NAS). Membership would enable the DPC to access a range of
helpful tools relating to devolvement, including advice and various templates. The annual
membership fee is £55.00. We would like to request that DPC supports the devolvement project
by joining NAS, for a year in the first instance.
ACTION for DPC – agree to apply for membership of NAS
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