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County wide This week sees the start of work on the Ely bypass. Why does this matter to us? It is the 

sort of big infrastructure work that will help move people round the county more easily. Under the 

Cambridgeshire Devolution proposals I am seeking to have improvements to the A505 included in 

our Devolution II bid to central government in 2017, together with a roadbridge at Foxton over the 

railway. This is long term, but it will be a start. I will be meeting Network Rail and County along with 

our MP Heidi Allen later this month. 

It is in this context that I suggest we discuss how to provide a link between Duxford and points 

north under the A505 but not trying to persuade Network Rail to allow access to their land, as 

clearly they will not accept this.

I attended the Health Committee where we were looking at the Sustainability & Transformation Plan 

being put together by the health commissioning group. Savings of between 10-12% need to be 

achieved over the next 5 years, and the committee’s role is to scrutinize this work on behalf of 

residents who access health services. The Chief Exec of Addenbrookes attended and we asked him 

about how the hospital is improving since being put in special measures 18 months ago. 

The Full County Council meeting in December agreed to reverse the decision to reduce gritting 

routes. This was universally welcomed. The original gritting cuts were part of a package of measures 

to save money, and avoid putting up the county precept. But clearly the gritting work is a key 

frontline service. Moorfield Road has now been re-instated as a primary route and the gritting lorry

drivers are now back up to full strength.

The county council has to spend a lot of money on adult social care. In the next budget in February, 

there will be difficult choices between putting up the precept to pay for adult social care, or cutting 

back on other services to keep the increase as low as possible. There is a survey of Adult Carers being

carried out by the county to better understand what support those people need in their role. 

Devolution update I am leading the work to accelerate building affordable houses across the county, 

especially in South Cambs. These are on sites that already have been assigned, so this isn’t about 

building on new land. We are also trying to find ways of encouraging self-build houses.  

City Deal The City Deal has been urged to consider introducing a congestion charge on people driving

into Cambridge at peak times. I oppose this because I see it as an unfair tax on residents of South 

Cambridgeshire whose work takes them into the City. The public transport systems need to be 

improved first before this could be considered.  I am though in favour of an emissions charge on 

high-polluting vehicles in the historic centre of the City, and places like Addenbrookes which has 

surprisingly high pollution levels. I will be watching carefully the proposals to introduce a residents 

parking permit scheme on many of the City streets.
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Closer to home 

There is still time to nominate people for South Cambs Community Awards – closing date 20 Jan

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-awards

The Whittlesford Neighbourhood Plan group is holding a drop-in event on WEDS 18 JAN at the Red 

Lion at Whittlesford Station for businesses and residents. The district council is running an event on 

how to write a NP after all the views and evidence have been gathered in. 

The last rather sad looking caravan has gone from the collection of nine that were on Thriplow heath 

before Christmas – the district planning enforcement team visited several times – this is the land on 

which there is an injunction to make it easier to move trespassers on. 

The Babraham Institute cyclepath secured by the county council through the grounds of the institute 

with their co-operation and agreement will be formally opened at the end of the month by a 

celebratory ride followed by tea.
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